
Cost transparency in the OLEcon  
project: sustainable financing  
of Diamond Open Access journals

A community financing model —  
The OLEcon consortium
The OLEcon consortium aims to establish long-term funding for scholar-led  
Diamond Open Access journals in economics by establishing a financing consortium.

Institutions can join the consortium by participating in the annual pledging 
rounds. Co-Financers are academic libraries, foundations and other institutions.

In 2026, the journal bundle includes five economics journals. Each journal 
receives a three-year funding commitment from the ZBW, with the possibility 
of an extension if the funding requirements continue to be met.

Consortium lead: ZBW – Leibniz Information Centre for Economics

The establishment of the consortium is supported by the 
BMFTR project OLEKonsort (09/2023-08/2026). 

Transparency  
of Journals
During the application process, editors  
and service providers must disclose all  
costs associated with the journal in a cost  
plan. After three years, journals can apply  
for a continuation of the funding, if funding 
criteria are still met. The consortium  
co-finances the costs of the journal production.

The maximum funding available for a journal  
is 30.000€ p.a.

Dieser Inhalt ist lizensiert unter einer Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) Lizenz  
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Transparency in 
the consortium 
The costs of the journals are covered by three 
different sources. From 2023 to 2026, there 
is project funding with the BMFTR-project 
OLEKonsort, which decreases each year. 

In addition, there is the financing consortium, 
which covers 50% of the costs in 2026. The 
ZBW also covers a part of the costs from its 
information budget. From 2027 onwards, only 
ZBW and the financing consortium will cover 
the costs of the journals.

Each institution’s contribution towards 
Diamond Open Access financing is calculated 
based on the number of its full-time equivalent 
students and academic staff (tiers). 

The financing in the consortium is renewed 
annually.
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about the journal

checks if the journal  
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evaluates all journals  
on a comparative basis.
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Criteria:

	ȹ relevance
	ȹ title rights
	ȹ CC-BY

	ȹ peer review 
	ȹ technical /ethical  

publishing standards

Tier FTEs (students 
and scientific staff )

Financial  
support

1 under 5.000 700

2 5.000-10.000 1.400

3 More than 10.000 2.800
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